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As the last few weeks have shown, Germany will suffer the same fate as Sweden - the
abolition of a feminist approach to foreign policy. What can Germany learn and take
away from the Swedish case? Will feminist foreign policy (FFP) disappear completely if
it no longer exists in name? And how can its resilience - understood as its ability to
withstand changes of government, anti-democratic forces and other antagonistic forces
- be strengthened? 
To answer these questions, Lara Franken and Lena Wittenfeld analyse Sweden’s
experience with the abolition of FFP, and draw parallels to the current political
developments in Germany. The authors then outline strategies and instruments to
strengthen FFP’s resilience.
 

 
Wie in den letzten Wochen deutlich geworden ist, ereilt Deutschland das gleiche
Schicksal wie Schweden - die Abschaffung des feministischen außenpolitischen
Ansatzes. Was kann die Zivilgesellschaft aus dem Deutschen und dem Schwedischen
Fall lernen und mitnehmen? Verschwindet die feministische Außenpolitik (FAP) gänzlich,
wenn sie namentlich nicht mehr existiert? Wie kann die Resilienz (als
Widerstandsfähigkeit) einer FAP erhöht werden, z.B. gegen Regierungswechsel,
antidemokratische Kräfte und weitere antagonistische Einflüsse? 
Lara Franken und Lena Wittenfeld gehen diesen Fragen nach, indem sie zunächst die
Erfahrungen Schwedens mit der Abschaffung ihrer FAP analysieren und Parallelen zur
aktuellen politischen Entwicklung in Deutschland ziehen. Anschließend werden
Strategien und Instrumente skizziert, welche die Widerstandsfähigkeit einer FAP stärken
könnten.

ABSTRACT

Feminist Foreign Policy at Risk? What are
the Cases of Sweden and Germany Able to
Teach Us and Where to Go from Here

by Lena Wittenfeld and Lara Franken

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG



 

 

https://www.svd.se/a/Xbb46r/billstrom-slut-pa-feministisk-utrikespolitik
https://www.svd.se/a/Xbb46r/billstrom-slut-pa-feministisk-utrikespolitik
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/11/18/sweden-feminist-foreign-policy-billstrom-gender-equality/?mc_cid=e7fc6b307d&mc_eid=ba25f2d775
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/11/18/sweden-feminist-foreign-policy-billstrom-gender-equality/?mc_cid=e7fc6b307d&mc_eid=ba25f2d775
https://www.n-tv.de/ticker/Wadephul-will-feministische-Aussenpolitik-von-Baerbock-nicht-fortsetzen-article25733087.html
https://www.n-tv.de/ticker/Wadephul-will-feministische-Aussenpolitik-von-Baerbock-nicht-fortsetzen-article25733087.html
https://www.spd.de/fileadmin/Dokumente/Koalitionsvertrag2025_bf.pdf
https://www.spd.de/fileadmin/Dokumente/Koalitionsvertrag2025_bf.pdf


 

 

 

 

https://academic.oup.com/ia/article/100/3/1263/7651900
https://academic.oup.com/ia/article/100/3/1263/7651900
https://polis180.org/polisblog/2023/10/10/polis-paper-n-24-below-its-potential-navigating-the-complexity-of-feminist-foreign-policy/
https://polis180.org/polisblog/2023/10/10/polis-paper-n-24-below-its-potential-navigating-the-complexity-of-feminist-foreign-policy/


 

https://www.exteriores.gob.es/en/Comunicacion/NotasPrensa/Paginas/2024_NOTAS_P/20240217_NOTA009.aspx
https://www.exteriores.gob.es/en/Comunicacion/NotasPrensa/Paginas/2024_NOTAS_P/20240217_NOTA009.aspx
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/why-f-word-matter%E2%80%A6sletter+%28August+2023%29&utm_medium=email&utm_source=autopilot
https://blogs.prio.org/2018/10/the-feminist-foreign-policy-agenda-resolution-1325s-legacy/
https://watermark.silverchair.com/iiae002.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAA0kwggNFBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggM2MIIDMgIBADCCAysGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQM6AirhrMfg6dSwT8dAgEQgIIC_LxyuXeFzeedT_gB_lBOPWSg_PrGn5u6ATmiqcqVH-Xp_UR2jPk7X7Z8Ii0VdsUf3XIZdsNxBSMENh4UWis82ohsw2Ga4x7rMwPTN3238rGtUkXETKrZRM3SGLRX5CAMN2RrgvCir0ZLpcIa0xuXDlCOmzq629_gWoPTPl-C5CiCjDL7HJbu37agBRo5R8dZSFCf8sKXTA5QsU-zYt4VvOWb2bPnvM4MUVji3IhyeOlyWoogfxKNTpRVCHwmwZc92l9TQQAoRkvNlDIXQzlkqzNolLtJ4ugNOVikoMJnzGxPu_j3HG_0xEGS4GKoI8Jp9o2LcolSzHu80dWrGRgYDkrmfIhVcjvWlX48ZHH3C0XglXZTEmMwznAm_ur_IgYRh9UchMcKMumQsXR4dwMVbPMAwxcCqp_AJXvlC8BPagLHxmzXjwzwtGbdZhwzqPL3pnIo8cwfO4IhV7dFIJcAgpxIKBls_SoqLKIJ3vRpziKA_EbXp3t6AQZDhrIOXlcR5XCiYRuGU14-wHE3zVMpNbq8wWJ5JfbvvP6ooOnM6C0TTAY0Fc4rdQt4m0rINO6x_BIz07yARZ-bqGMoAGW5Wt0ooRxe9M3duT-1wfemQgLyeFseH4nMErJgUi9JyrDRQiTcjOKxMdw946ps5x3AZ3e4dWospuoF2U58DwAtf-FjL92UwQXFXaM-j0JHjObAgE8fJ3-8fsEkm2V-VceTbgJ4oYROg8_IVMQTEDeROZIptE6eaEOVPSeDOk_SZWoh5TnAosf-XIWrj_bv1uw4T5MlmQR1yXNAFRzlO4cTdxRJWjohsgJJlJ87wkBEnJmXw0x26ib77_xPIbOfTV5Ax-hzB0EHhQwUPN8bBfAqrEXBv7NznBUTmxD6872fzGon_1PsBPCSc1eCfGm9jQX4jgEvfYTPEUd1zFMzuMd1hJH1O3AyVK92jCBoTrFc922mjtXY42Jh_Z7eh7ZUg4pQrAbWDCe2nu3xy0rr_AEe6K-dLL72nzfktpUlqJfb
https://www.forsvarsmakten.se/en/swedint/nordic-centre-for-gender-in-military-operations/
https://www.forsvarsmakten.se/en/swedint/nordic-centre-for-gender-in-military-operations/
https://www.ft.com/content/a34f3caa-2e79-42fa-9f1b-e9f92087d273


 

 

https://watermark.silverchair.com/iiae002.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAA0cwggNDBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggM0MIIDMAIBADCCAykGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMOF08WCFPhj6MapbOAgEQgIIC-s_kRBQOdMhbxdOaGuZR-HNR5q1qEDWDiXWGVT7-lX9k9KQ6OZVOhENLFiohFkooxMxYAbgAKqBdN-Wap6LHOYYBkRb9RIIbL2v8dRFAtG7Cx4MRkva1QcgHWaRZnKjO0HHj9uxKhR4ywlYVls4Yl1q-h1L_4B75dSS3eE3nFhCQVxHYVdCRNoLDyU3zjEUDRwhkTzeGujNgC4v9yTwZu9j45eQmp4vzlCUQYIUM3rHSnz1khOZzV7U7GhUV1C-BWO0DpygX7G9ojS_uQIhqmt0qmxoyXEcPazdmtvkbEOGgFTz-ltNqkoGvI6iK-Dzgr3GbBb7JAdDkYcHICFX8r-X1xc-CE_f0zvUZBDVfQYKOe5wTZ1vs2_6KHR732QnKG2BQptCSKfnWgmliPmWs6tRGuqzTPLdNXRZnEfPxrV26UQI0XurAtnDe0T7iWa0hEW5SbN0UM5JAZgddXBdjJZAq_EubXZCyGLDlXDBEGRfCHrm-pJClIbnV_AGn1-PhJO1nBjQtSMp-8l497zsp3U2Q5Av5RXsnl8DJcDmMr4DBZPYb8PvM2TnmtojuxE5clr5AX_o71HTxbo17gAAli4Nh-esGznUxA-cfjzc_iqshcy3WWKb3K1nsy-Drv-TZKlUqC6s1AoQt5iaj_nyHF5p7zqI_BYRpmHJlYB6bAJ3_UhqPt_N-F0xowvvHJmeaxq7Gx5Bn4UyqU8ZQzwzihXVBHm8DnuKWGBClI8ySSLlCCRBxu2ZmdiF9cHgxc4fn0GwV5LTXBky4s1Jr2ApofFPNEkr1gxTFX1Dc1zMy_Yy66uN1igsnghKhclIzCtvGwcMv1Q_DOcXi70x3R-wKzL5GWijULGqzYSqtYJWju7ponoh7luFEYQy9xmCDUds8kRqEqjvnkHrMgi-39HGnU6NyFDuPPsHxzS1F1MoXWgTNS__fsw76DMt-Zrji_YEsTL-7MjJ-Mn2_AUkTTmKx3t9Q-s412pr4Owc18a7j7Stpwa9Q5iyl8O-PVg
https://watermark.silverchair.com/iiae002.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAA0cwggNDBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggM0MIIDMAIBADCCAykGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMOF08WCFPhj6MapbOAgEQgIIC-s_kRBQOdMhbxdOaGuZR-HNR5q1qEDWDiXWGVT7-lX9k9KQ6OZVOhENLFiohFkooxMxYAbgAKqBdN-Wap6LHOYYBkRb9RIIbL2v8dRFAtG7Cx4MRkva1QcgHWaRZnKjO0HHj9uxKhR4ywlYVls4Yl1q-h1L_4B75dSS3eE3nFhCQVxHYVdCRNoLDyU3zjEUDRwhkTzeGujNgC4v9yTwZu9j45eQmp4vzlCUQYIUM3rHSnz1khOZzV7U7GhUV1C-BWO0DpygX7G9ojS_uQIhqmt0qmxoyXEcPazdmtvkbEOGgFTz-ltNqkoGvI6iK-Dzgr3GbBb7JAdDkYcHICFX8r-X1xc-CE_f0zvUZBDVfQYKOe5wTZ1vs2_6KHR732QnKG2BQptCSKfnWgmliPmWs6tRGuqzTPLdNXRZnEfPxrV26UQI0XurAtnDe0T7iWa0hEW5SbN0UM5JAZgddXBdjJZAq_EubXZCyGLDlXDBEGRfCHrm-pJClIbnV_AGn1-PhJO1nBjQtSMp-8l497zsp3U2Q5Av5RXsnl8DJcDmMr4DBZPYb8PvM2TnmtojuxE5clr5AX_o71HTxbo17gAAli4Nh-esGznUxA-cfjzc_iqshcy3WWKb3K1nsy-Drv-TZKlUqC6s1AoQt5iaj_nyHF5p7zqI_BYRpmHJlYB6bAJ3_UhqPt_N-F0xowvvHJmeaxq7Gx5Bn4UyqU8ZQzwzihXVBHm8DnuKWGBClI8ySSLlCCRBxu2ZmdiF9cHgxc4fn0GwV5LTXBky4s1Jr2ApofFPNEkr1gxTFX1Dc1zMy_Yy66uN1igsnghKhclIzCtvGwcMv1Q_DOcXi70x3R-wKzL5GWijULGqzYSqtYJWju7ponoh7luFEYQy9xmCDUds8kRqEqjvnkHrMgi-39HGnU6NyFDuPPsHxzS1F1MoXWgTNS__fsw76DMt-Zrji_YEsTL-7MjJ-Mn2_AUkTTmKx3t9Q-s412pr4Owc18a7j7Stpwa9Q5iyl8O-PVg
https://watermark.silverchair.com/iiae002.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAA0cwggNDBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggM0MIIDMAIBADCCAykGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMOF08WCFPhj6MapbOAgEQgIIC-s_kRBQOdMhbxdOaGuZR-HNR5q1qEDWDiXWGVT7-lX9k9KQ6OZVOhENLFiohFkooxMxYAbgAKqBdN-Wap6LHOYYBkRb9RIIbL2v8dRFAtG7Cx4MRkva1QcgHWaRZnKjO0HHj9uxKhR4ywlYVls4Yl1q-h1L_4B75dSS3eE3nFhCQVxHYVdCRNoLDyU3zjEUDRwhkTzeGujNgC4v9yTwZu9j45eQmp4vzlCUQYIUM3rHSnz1khOZzV7U7GhUV1C-BWO0DpygX7G9ojS_uQIhqmt0qmxoyXEcPazdmtvkbEOGgFTz-ltNqkoGvI6iK-Dzgr3GbBb7JAdDkYcHICFX8r-X1xc-CE_f0zvUZBDVfQYKOe5wTZ1vs2_6KHR732QnKG2BQptCSKfnWgmliPmWs6tRGuqzTPLdNXRZnEfPxrV26UQI0XurAtnDe0T7iWa0hEW5SbN0UM5JAZgddXBdjJZAq_EubXZCyGLDlXDBEGRfCHrm-pJClIbnV_AGn1-PhJO1nBjQtSMp-8l497zsp3U2Q5Av5RXsnl8DJcDmMr4DBZPYb8PvM2TnmtojuxE5clr5AX_o71HTxbo17gAAli4Nh-esGznUxA-cfjzc_iqshcy3WWKb3K1nsy-Drv-TZKlUqC6s1AoQt5iaj_nyHF5p7zqI_BYRpmHJlYB6bAJ3_UhqPt_N-F0xowvvHJmeaxq7Gx5Bn4UyqU8ZQzwzihXVBHm8DnuKWGBClI8ySSLlCCRBxu2ZmdiF9cHgxc4fn0GwV5LTXBky4s1Jr2ApofFPNEkr1gxTFX1Dc1zMy_Yy66uN1igsnghKhclIzCtvGwcMv1Q_DOcXi70x3R-wKzL5GWijULGqzYSqtYJWju7ponoh7luFEYQy9xmCDUds8kRqEqjvnkHrMgi-39HGnU6NyFDuPPsHxzS1F1MoXWgTNS__fsw76DMt-Zrji_YEsTL-7MjJ-Mn2_AUkTTmKx3t9Q-s412pr4Owc18a7j7Stpwa9Q5iyl8O-PVg
https://www.bundestag.de/dokumente/textarchiv/2020/kw44-de-feministische-aussenpolitik-798150
https://mip.pruf.hhu.de/article/view/678/679


 

 

https://www.spd.de/fileadmin/Dokumente/Koalitionsvertrag/Koalitionsvertrag_2021-2025.pdf
https://www.nzz.ch/international/feministische-aussenpolitik-annalena-baerbocks-kulturwandel-ld.1727674
https://blog.prif.org/2021/09/14/eine-feministische-aussenpolitik-fuer-deutschland/
https://www.bundeswahlleiterin.de/info/presse/mitteilungen/bundestagswahl-2025/29_25_endgueltiges-ergebnis.html
https://www.bundeswahlleiterin.de/info/presse/mitteilungen/bundestagswahl-2025/29_25_endgueltiges-ergebnis.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/eilmeldung/einigung-koalitionsvertrag-union-spd-100.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/eilmeldung/einigung-koalitionsvertrag-union-spd-100.html
https://shows.acast.com/the-gender-diplomat/episodes/67fc09b57b4fe9379bd78c1f
https://shows.acast.com/the-gender-diplomat/episodes/67fc09b57b4fe9379bd78c1f
https://www.spd.de/fileadmin/Dokumente/Koalitionsvertrag2025_bf.pdf
https://www.spd.de/fileadmin/Dokumente/Koalitionsvertrag2025_bf.pdf
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/innenpolitik/merz-kanzlerwahl-bundestag-100.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/innenpolitik/merz-kanzlerwahl-bundestag-100.html
https://www.e-ir.info/2025/04/21/opinion-the-future-of-german-feminist-foreign-and-development-policy/
https://www.e-ir.info/2025/04/21/opinion-the-future-of-german-feminist-foreign-and-development-policy/


 

https://www.swp-berlin.org/10.18449/2022A50/
https://academic.oup.com/ia/article/100/3/1263/7651900
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/resource/blob/2585076/4d2d295dad8fb1c41c6271d2c1a41d75/ffp-leitlinien-data.pdf
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/resource/blob/2585076/4d2d295dad8fb1c41c6271d2c1a41d75/ffp-leitlinien-data.pdf
https://www.swp-berlin.org/publications/products/studien/2024S07_Feministische_Politik.pdf
https://www.swp-berlin.org/publications/products/studien/2024S07_Feministische_Politik.pdf
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/resource/blob/2585076/4d2d295dad8fb1c41c6271d2c1a41d75/ffp-leitlinien-data.pdf
https://www.bmz.de/resource/blob/146200/strategie-feministische-entwicklungspolitik.pdf
https://www.bmz.de/resource/blob/146200/strategie-feministische-entwicklungspolitik.pdf
https://www.idos-research.de/uploads/media/DP_17.2022.pdf
https://www.idos-research.de/uploads/media/DP_17.2022.pdf
https://mip.pruf.hhu.de/article/view/678/679
https://mip.pruf.hhu.de/article/view/678/679


 

https://www.bmvg.de/resource/blob/5636374/38287252c5442b786ac5d0036ebb237b/nationale-sicherheitsstrategie-data.pdf
https://www.bmvg.de/resource/blob/5636374/38287252c5442b786ac5d0036ebb237b/nationale-sicherheitsstrategie-data.pdf
https://fourninesecurity.de/2022/12/21/new-approach-to-security-sector-reform
https://fourninesecurity.de/2022/12/21/new-approach-to-security-sector-reform
https://www.swp-berlin.org/publications/products/studien/2024S07_Feministische_Politik.pdf
https://www.swp-berlin.org/publications/products/studien/2024S07_Feministische_Politik.pdf
https://polis180.org/polisblog/2023/10/10/polis-paper-n-24-below-its-potential-navigating-the-complexity-of-feminist-foreign-policy/


 

https://www.spd.de/fileadmin/Dokumente/Koalitionsvertrag/Koalitionsvertrag_2021-2025.pdf
https://www.spd.de/fileadmin/Dokumente/Koalitionsvertrag/Koalitionsvertrag_2021-2025.pdf
https://www.ecchr.eu/fileadmin/Q_As/ECCHR_Q_A_Genozid_in_Gaza_20241210.pdf
https://www.ecchr.eu/fileadmin/Q_As/ECCHR_Q_A_Genozid_in_Gaza_20241210.pdf
https://library.fes.de/pdf-files/international/21591.pdf
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/federal-government/special-fund-federal-armed-forces-2047910
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/federal-government/special-fund-federal-armed-forces-2047910
https://www.wilpf.de/2022/03/31/feministische-aussenpolitik-vs-zeitenwende/
https://www.wilpf.de/2022/03/31/feministische-aussenpolitik-vs-zeitenwende/
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/bundestag-finanzpaket-100.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/bundestag-finanzpaket-100.html


 

 

• 

 

• 

 

• 

 

•  

•  

• 

 

•  

 

https://kvinnatillkvinna.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/The-Kvinna-till-Kvinna-Foundation-Making-Feminist-Foreign-Policy-A-Reality.pdf


 

 

 

 

https://www.idos-research.de/uploads/media/DP_17.2022.pdf
https://www.boell.de/de/2024/02/13/feminismus-braucht-finanzierung-es-ist-zeit-fuer-eine-feministische
https://centreforfeministforeignpolicy.org/2023/03/08/blog-post-germanys-feminist-foreign-policy-a-first-analysis/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12399-024-01004-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12399-024-01004-7
https://ip-quarterly.com/en/we-need-talk-communicating-feminist-foreign-policy
https://ip-quarterly.com/en/we-need-talk-communicating-feminist-foreign-policy


 

 

 

https://ip-quarterly.com/en/what-feminist-foreign-policy-alliances-should-deliver-times-crisis
https://www.cfr.org/event/feminist-foreign-policy-conversation-former-foreign-minister-margot-wallstrom-sweden-0
https://www.swp-berlin.org/10.18449/2022A50/
https://www.swp-berlin.org/10.18449/2022A50/


 

https://www.e-ir.info/2025/04/21/opinion-the-future-of-german-feminist-foreign-and-development-policy/
https://www.e-ir.info/2025/04/21/opinion-the-future-of-german-feminist-foreign-and-development-policy/
https://polis180.org/polisblog/2023/10/10/polis-paper-n-24-below-its-potential-navigating-the-complexity-of-feminist-foreign-policy/


 



 

 

http://www.polis180.org/

